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Foreword 



One of THE world’s great pleasures is secret knowledge. It begins in 
childhood: the things you learn that your parents don’t know, or don’t 
imagine you know. It can be the lifetime batting averages of every member 
of the New York Yankees, the evolutionary path of each of 151 Pokemon 
creatures... or the names and homeworlds of the Legion of Super-Heroes. 
Commit these arcane facts to memory, and you can speak a private language 
open only to you and other worthies who have approached this 
with equal dedication. 

For many of us, the lore hidden in comics was our special 
secret knowledge. We mastered it as we grew, and delved deeper 
ot the past, present, and future of DC Comics’ 
and foes. A generation ago, there were no 
guides to this search, so we had to build our own, debating 
each inconsistency found with passion. 

Now, the task is easier. Those who have gone before you 
offer this encyclopedia, rich with secret knowledge. If all 
you know of DC Comics is that Superman is the alter ego 
of newspaperman Clark Kent of the Daily Planet, what 
lies before you is a complex fantasy world with 

contradictions, and convolutions 
to be discovered. If you consider yourself a 
master of this information, there will still be 
nuggets and nuances aplenty for you to 
evaluate, for no one knows all of the DC 
Universe. And the more you know, the more 
likely it is that one day you will contribute 
your own secrets to it. 

Enjoy! 

Paul Levitz 

President and Publisher, 

DC Comics 


Authors’ Introduction 


DC COMICS traces its publishing history back to 
1935; however, the mythology that links literally 
thousands of comics and characters together now 
stretches from the Big Bang to the end of time itself! 

Of course, it was not the original intention for there 
to be a continuity that linked Batman to the Seven 
Soldiers of Victory or Adam Strange to Angel & The 
Ape; this process began gradually. In 1940, during 
comics' Golden Age (which ran from the 1930s to the 
mid- 1 950s), All American Comics — then a sister 
company of DC — gathered its greatest heroes together 
to swap stories at the monthly meeting of the Justice 
Society of America. That story, in All Star Comics #3, 
was the first time DCs main characters had spoken to 
one another. By the next issue, they had banded 
together; however, each mission required them to 
work on their own in chapters usually drawn by the 
series artist. And since there was little in the way of 
character development or recurring plot lines, the 
stories were fairly static. 

Stan Lee changed all that. In 1961, when he started 
writing the adventures of the Fantastic Four. Spider- 
Man. Thor and others at Marvel Comics, he allowed 
his characters to refer to each other. Crossovers 
between characters, all operating out of New York 
City at the same period in time, offered rich story 
possibilities. And so the Marvel Universe was born. 

By the late 1960s, DC! editors began linking events 
from one book to another. This process accelerated 
rapidly as plots became more complex and characters 
more rounded; suddenly it was not unusual to have 
explanatory footnotes, which might refer a reader to 
the previous month, or as far back as 1945! As DC 
acquired properties from other companies (Captain 
Marvel and Blue Beetle among others), their characters 
and backstories were added to the expanding DC! 
Universe, providing fresh grist for the mill. 

However, after a while, the interrelatedness of 
stories and characters from one book to another 
threatened to become so complex that readers couldn't 
tell the players and their worlds without a scorecard! 
Occasional "reboots” of characters by new creative 
teams wanting to put their own stamp on their 
favorite heroes only added to the confusion. 

By the mid-1980s, DC felt the situation was getting 
out of hand and a new storyline was introduced, the 
Crisis on Infinite Barths, to limit characters and action 


to one earth and one timeline. DC also reintroduced its 
top characters to a new generation. Frank Miller and 
David Mazzucchellis Hannan: Year One, George Perez 
and Greg Potter’s Winder Woman, and John Byrne's 
Sui>erman loudly told readers to forget the past; new 
legends were about to begin. Since then, some 
of those reinventions have been modified again as seen 
in the Superman: Birthright series. And the entire 
Universe received a sprucing up in a 20114 mini-series 
Identity Crisis. 

The DC Comics Encyclopedia spans the timeline of 
the DC Universe. The facts about characters' pasts, 
powers, and personalities are current, as of early 2004, 
and, since DC! continues to publish monthly, some 
facts may change over the next few years. We’ve 
worked closely with the editors to make sure we’re 
reflecting the right information, so if you remember 
an incident differently than as reported here, it 
probably means circumstances were retrofitted to work 
within the current framework of the DC Universe. 

We would have loved to include every DC! 
character of any significance, but, sadly, this was 
impossible. I lowever. we have selected well over one 
thousand of DCs finest heroes, villains, and team-ups, 
every one illustrated by great DC artists past and 
present. The DC Comics Encyclopedia is devised to run 
chronologically from A to Z. with a comprehensive 
index. The most important characters, such as 
Superman, Batman, and the JLA. have their own 
double-page features; each major character has an 
entire page, and each supporting character has a panel 
or entry. Each character also has his or her own data 
box detailing key facts and special powers. In addition, 
there are several themed double-page features on 
topics such as vehicles, battles, bases, team-ups, 
and romances. 

So, if you can't find a favorite weird little character 
from way back when, we hope these packed pages will 
offer you plenty in the way of compensation, 
celebrating, as they do. more than 70 years of fun. 
excitement, and comic book history. 

Scott Beatty 
Robert Greenberger 
Phil Jimenez 
Dan Wallace 
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Atlantis! The name is legendary, and during its golden age no I 
was greater than Arion. No mere mortal, Arion came into existence ai 
the product of a union between two Adantean gods more than half a 
million years ago. His father. Calculhah (a force of good), cared for 
Arion, then known by the name Ahri'ahn, while his mother. Hark 
Majistra (a force of strife), raised Arion's wicked older brodier. 

Gam Daanuth (see DAANUTH. Garn). When the two evil entities 
. ^ tried to destroy primitive Atlantis, Arion sacrificed 

a* J hjs life to stop them. His energies survived thanks 
■ W 10 the extra-dimensional realm of the Uarkworld — ' 

IV of all Atlantean magic — and Arion existed for 
2i nearly 500,000 years in a state of intangibility. 

’ ,1m i Protector of Atlantis 
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Amazing Vehicles 


<A: 




Not all heroes can tly unaided, or run at lighcspeed. From 
Batman's Batmobile, which evolved from armored sedan into 
all-terrain tank, to WONDER Woman's invisible plane, an alien 
craft cloaked from Earthly technology, some of the world's 
greatest adventurers have the help of extraordinary vehicles. 
This fleet, created with magic or science (or both), are primed 
to sweep their owners to 
their destination. 
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mta powerful toes, 

1 Hitman's back, 

Paul Valley (AZKAEL) 
on the Dark Knights 


a DETECTIVE COMICS «27 (Mar I939| 


rated fhnn his 




tsrablc: Bruce returned to 
as soon u his body had 
I and he had revalued Im 
tg spirit, with die help of the 


Fust mom &umw l*x < 


Hit deamm BmttJ yam* Mr. ,, 

accosted by a mugger. Not »iw" t,«iu«isj!i*i» 

content merely to rob the wealthy family, the hoodlum — 
h. MUmo whose identity was never determined — shot Dr. Thomas and Martha Wayne dead 

1 before fleeing into the darkness. As he knelt beside his parents’ bodies, Bruce swore 
to avenge them. Alter the police arrived, Bruce was comforted by Dr. Leslie 
wtfl bciiisai Thompkins (see Thompkins, Leslie M.D.). Dr.Thompkins and Alfied Pennyworth 
(see Pennyworth, Alfred) helped arrange matters so chat Gotham's Social 
Services would not take Bruce into care. In this way, both Dr.Thompkins and 
Alfred enabled Bruce to realize his dream of becoming a crusader against crime. 
The Young Bruce Wayne 

•V age "11 li'i'L him I" 

even comment as he sought in learn .ill the skills Ik* itf^TT' / 

need tii keep Ills vow. He studied criminology. forensics, and HDr 

. ( in nii.il pss, linings. jii.I le.ifileil Irn Inmlels mil By 9 £ TgBB — V 

tisW niaraal artists, mastering es-ery fighting style In rime, Bruce I f 

rorged llumelf mm .1 living weapon tn stage w.n mi i nine .uni I MM .01 , '■SC 

injustice, t III Ins In Gotham. Bruce stalked street thugs a- ^ M Hi VKf \ 

plain, Intlies s igilante Beaten by the ce(> people lie iiiteinleil in iV| Jr 


Bruce took back the mantle of the Bat 
cc, but Jean- Paul Valley remained a 
h ally as the hem Azracl until Ills death. 
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Bruce Wayne: Murderer? 

Not long aftet. Brace was accused i 


. he barely * 


A Family Affair 

The addition of Robin to his nightly crusade helpesl 
Batman in more svays than he would ever admit. 
However, svhen Dick Grayson embarked on his own 
path as Nightwini;, the Ba tease became a lonelier 
place for the Dark Knight, especially after Jason Todd's 
murder and the crippling of Barbara Gordon ( see 
Uatgihl and Oracle), both suffered at the hands of 
the Joker. For a time. Batman operated strictly solo 
until young Tun Drake ^ fAHW n , ^ 

convinced die Dark 

Knight that he needed a a»„vi { lm nffio 

kssbtn to him 


sat bleeding ill his study at Wayne Manor, Bruc 
knew that he had to first strike fear in die hear 
his Iocs. Just then, a bat crashed through the 
study window, giving Bruce the inspiration 


He has lung been 


Batman Begins 




Batman Today 
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THE ADVENTURES Of SUPERMAN >423 [May >9871 1 
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Imperfect Du 


Countless times super-villains have raised their 
eyes to the heavens ami cursed in vain as the heroic 
Man of Steel flashes across the sky to save the day. 

If only, they fume, if only they had a Superman of 
their very own, a mindless, superpowered slave to 
do their evil bidding! Superman's arch enemy Lex 
Luthor (rrc Luthor, Lex) was the first rogue to try 
to make this dream a reality. In secret, Luthor called 
upon his top scientist, Dr.Teng. to scan Supermans genetic structure. Teng successfully duplicated 
Superman, but was unable to completely recreate the complex chromosomal structure of the Last Son of 
Krypton. The resulting Superclonc quickly became a monstrous menace, a Bizarro creature that might 
have razed Metropolis to the ground had Superman not intervened. Yet this misbegotten Bizarre creature 
was not without us gentle side, for it aflowed itself :o be destroyed in a ram of disintegrating particles that 
somehow allowed Lu;y Lane, blind sister of reporter Lois Lane {lee Lani. Lois), to regain her sight 










Black Canary 
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s 1947, Dinah Drake’s dreams of becoming .1 Gotham C 
v dathed when her police academy applicant 
rejected and her doting hither. Detective Kichaid Drake. 
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Orphaned and Betrayed 

When Billy was just a boy. his parents — archaeologists C.C. and 
Marylin Batson — were killed by their treacherous assistant. - 
Then Adam (see Black Adam). 
while on a dig at the tomb of 
Raineses II at Abu Simbcl. Egypt. 

Billy was separated from his sister ~ 

Mary and of then 

Batson s half-brother, Unfortunately. J 

Ehenezer threw Billy out and stole the /Py Kan/ . 
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The World’s Mightiest Mortal 


Without a doubt. Captain Marvel is the worlds 
mightiest mortal, with strength and powers on a par 
with Superman. Blit unknown to many, this stalwart 
and virtuous super hero — by all appearances a middle- 
aged man — is really teenager Billy Batson. With one 
magic word, youthful Billy assumes the appearance and 
abilities of one of Earth's greatest and most respected 
heroes; however, he remains very muc 
heart and mind. 
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Freeman (MY Captain MakvI'I Jh .), 1 

rpplcd by die nefariout (APIAIN NA/I 
. explain Martvl became a member of die 




MISTER MlNII. DOCTOR SlVANA. Misrill AtOM. 
and die Muss mi Sim iny or- Evil. Through it 
all. Captain Marvel fought with indefatigable 


Looking n> the Future 


family ami allies life BUIHTMAN and llullrtglll II (uv 
Btl liinaHI I A II (WlNtiMIIAIt)). die latter of whom lu» 

l edcctlottatrly a* "Tile Big Red Clleete." 
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Selina Kyle’s childhood was defined by tragedy. 
When Selina was just a girl, her brutalized mother 
committed suicide and her violent lather drank himself 
to death not long after. Separated from her younger 
sister Magdalena and remanded to the Sprang Hall 
Juvenile Detention Center — an abusive state home for 
orphaned or delinquent girls — Selina opted instead to 
take her chances on the mean streets of Gotham City. 
Amid the crime and corruption of the poverty-stricken 
East End district, she survived through petty theft. 
Sharp wits and an amazing natural skill as a gymnast led to her 
becoming the slickest and slipperiest cat burglar the Gotham City 
Police Department had ever had to deal with. 


The Feline Fatale 

To protect herself from predators. Selina studied martial arts in a backstrt 
ight her how best to use het claws. Later, cx-hcavywcight cham 
Wildcat I) taught Selina the "sweet science" of boxing. For a time. Selir 
iplished thief nobody knew. She was also one of die most generous, 
ill-gotten gains around the downtrodden and destitute of die East End, 

-luding the yuung prostitute Holly "Gonighdy" 

ILobinson. whom Selina befriended and 
matched over like die little sister she 
believed she no longer had. 

Selina would have continued to rob 
with impunity if not for the Batman, 

Spying the Caped Crusader from her 
window on one of his first outings, Selina 
watched him in action and was suitably 

prowling die Gothair. night. In a tight 
'rather catsuit. Catsvoman marked die city 
as her territory However, she never killed, 
and she only stole from the wealthiest or 
the well-insured for these reasons. Batman 

as. Sometimes he even asked the Princess 
of Plunder to use her skills for the betterment of Gotham. Perhaps his 
altruism attracted her, because Selina ultimately did decide to make 

-f in the night K,vs 

Selina left Gotham for a time, but Miring >b7l» 

best-kept secret when the Dark Knight took her to his 
r to her They finally admitted dieir feelings lor each udici 
lun did not bell esc that Hariiun misled her Selma began 
'idles :<re Bka iiey. S' am), tail Slam tea! zed that Selin. s 
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Some super heroes and villains, such as Superman or 
DaRKSEID are, in effect, living weapons, their powers maknig 
them walking arsenals. But others, less naturally gifted, have 
developed incredible devices to help level the playing field 
between mere mortals and meta-humans. Some of these 
tools are marvels of alien technology, while others 
display the stubborn ingenuity of human inventors. 
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k! helped form the legeinlar 
and the wartime Al.l- 
. Forced into retircnieiit during the 
Mctjnhy era in the 1950s, Garrick was plated in 
suspended animannn by die villainous Fiddler but 
was rescued by Barry Allen, the second Flash. Spared 
the ravages of old age. Garrick married his girlfriend. 
Williams, and briefly retired, but he returned 

nth the most recent incarnation of theJSA 
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Amazing Bases 



From subterranean caves to Arctic strongholds, 
technological fortresses on the moon to mythical islands 
in other dimensions, the world's greatest heroes find 
refuge in the most spectacular, and often secret, locales. 
Across the Earth and throughout the universe, the 
Justice League of America, the Tef.n Titans, and 
others maintain headquarters that lets them train together, 
collate information, and strike out at the forces of evil. 
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Green Lantern 





Alan Scott 

Eoiu ago tlic Guaidnii* of the Universe trapped most of the universe's 
magical energies into an orb called the Starhcart. A fragment of this object 
sc to Alan Scott’s ring and power battery. Unlike Corps equipment, 
Scott's mystical ring worked fine against yellow objects, but was powerless 
st wood. Scott helped establish the Justice Society of America 
during World War II.Aficr many decades he discovered that his body had 
been intused with the energy of the Starhcart and that he no longer 
required a ring. Scott briefly took the identity of Sentinel before 
vdaiming the Green Lantern mantle. 

Down and out 


Hal Jordan 

Hal Jontan was both the Corps' greatest champion and its worst nightmare 
As Green Lantern and protector of space sector 28l4,Jordan founded the 
League of America alongside Acjuaman and the Flash. He 

battled a legion of galactic foes including the lallen Green 
Lantern Sinestkd. liut when the Cyborg Superman 
demolished Jordans home. Coast City, lie went mad with 
grief. Enraged when the Guardians barred him from 
recreanng Coast City. Jordan destroyed the Guardians and 
their Corps — becoming the god-like villain Parallax. 
Though Parallax died during the Sun-Eater crisis. Jordan's 
spirit lived on as the new SPECTRE, until he was resurrected. 


Once they were a corps 3,600 strong, wearing the most 
powerful weapons ever devised on their fingers. 

The Green Lantern Corps acted as an intcrgalactic police 
force, doing the bidding of the Guardians of the Universe 
Each Green Lantern possessed a power ring that could 
create hard-light projections by drawing energy from the 
Central 1‘owcr Battery on the Guardians' homeworld of Oa 
however, the rings were ineffective against anything yellow. 
The Green Lantern Corps suffered a fatal blow at the hands 
of Hal Jordan, but Kyle Rayncr may be the best hope for 
restoring this ancient force of justice and order. 
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Alien Races and Worlds 



In the LAST FEW decades, humankind has learned that Earth is by no incans 
alone in the universe as a planetary home to sentient life. From the galactic rim 
of the Milky Way to the furthest reaches of the known universe, advanced 
aliens abound. However, not all of these peoples arc peaceful. Remarkably, 
some even resemble Homo sapiens, albeit with markedly different internal 
physiologies. A few exhibit superposvers, either a benefit of the 
atmospheres of their native worlds, or as a result of exposure to lesser 
gravities, the rays of a different colored sun, or any number of 
environmental factors. The following arc the most notable alien 
races that have had more than close encounters with Earth, cither as 
strange visitors from other planets or invaders from beyond. 
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Arkham Asylum 
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The world’s greatest heroes 

,-y are Earth's premier defense team and for the last decade 
c seen to it that the basic human rights of liberty and 
ice remain paramount to all citizens. They arc the Justice 
guc of America, comprised of the best of the best. Ever 
:e Superman ushered in the modern heroic age. Earth has 
needed protection, from megalomaniac supervillains and 
especially, from greedy alien tyrants with hitherto 
undreamed-of technologies and nightmarish weapons of 
ss destruction. Even when the team has suffered internal 
strife, they have rallied, recognizing their obligations to all 

of mankind. Their reputation has spread not only beyond this fRtmwouinrjLA s— 
solar system but beyond this plane of existence. ) u(|OI 

The First Incarnation 

When Earth was threatened by Appcllax ahem, the MARTIAN 
Manhunter., Fiasm II. Green Lantern II, Aijuaman. and 
Biack Canary II joined forces as the JLA to defeat these 
invaders. Inspired by the appearance of these posverlul new heron. 
J'Onn J'Onzr ended decades of hiding. publicly appearing as the 
Martian Manhunter, A short time later, plasma aliens invaded EartX 
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The Justice Society of America 
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They are the world’s first and greatest super-group, formed 
at a time when "meta-humans" were still a new concept and fine 
people everywhere laced the threat of annihilation from Adolf 
Hitler's Third Reich. They have survived throughout the decades, 
waxing and waning in synch with die national character to reflect 
the publics love-hate relationship with its super heroes. Several 
the founding members are active today, even as they enter their 
nineties, thanks to a time-slowing radiation bath received during 
an early case. Living legends, they are the standard-bearers for 

all who followed in their footsteps. They are the Justice Society ucmmnc 1 1 m 

of America, the only hero team that Superman looks up to. "/ w/tmmi.. w *w> . • 
A World at War 

Costumed crime fighters started appearing in the late 
1930s; however, it wasn’t until November of 1940 that the 
numbers of these "mystery men" had grown to permit the 
formation of the JSA. Eight of the country’s top heroes— 

the Sandman I. die Atom, Hourman I, and Hawkman — 
banded together to stop Hitler's invasion of Britain and to 

a powerful force for good against the Axis powers. After 
pearl Harbor, the U S government established the All- 
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Greatest Enemy 

Lex Luthor may be the most gifted man alive but rather 
than use his supreme intellect and skills for the betterment 
of mankind, the sociopath has continually sought power 
and influence without regard for the pain and suffering he 
causes. The gifts are also wasted on his single-minded hatred 
of a more pure and noble man, especially given his 
alien origins. 
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There's Something About Mary 


Mary Marvel 
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heart- They married and when hit beloved svas 
i stricken with a rare malady. Fries left his teaching 
] post to work for drugs company Gothcorp, hoping 
I their technology tvould help hint find a cure. 
Exposure to a hail of super-coolants altered his 
body chemistry, and the brilliant cryogenicist 
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Vengeance and Tragedy 
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Sums Villotn Kim ham Vidor Frias 

the up o! the iceberg. To escape the pressures of lus s_ m 1 ' | 

brutal father, young Victor developed an unusual hobby: ! // A’lWl **T 1 

freezing aniniaLs. He thought he was preserving his pets Fft 

lorrsrr. but his father saw things otherwise and sent the \IIBI A * 

bov for counseling. The psychiatrist viewed this freezing T 11^1 fl 
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Morgarne Le Fey invaded Catnelo'. 

Merlin Merlin gave Blrlyean a 
I r.ild linn ill. i 
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The evil Allanlean Queen ( Ilea and he 
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Okli-'N apparrnlly killing IIARKSIIII and juuiulng tile 
rule ol Apokohpt. alben under die Illampu lamv guidance 
of Parkreidr nmttew Morlalla She deceived Orion in an 
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The first two people ever rescued by Superman were Lois Lane 
[m LANE. Lois) and a fresh-faced photographer named Jimmy Obcn. 
Superman befriended Jimmy and the teen became one of the Man of 
Steel's most faithful admirers. In return. Superman gave Jimmy a special 
watch with a hypersonic signal only Superman could hear, svluch the 
teen used to alert the Man of Steel. Inspired by Ins herojimmy has 
embarked on many adventures, risking life and limb lo get prize- 
winning shots. Who else but Jimmy could have fearlessly 
photographed the deadly battle betsveen Superman and DOOMSOAY? 
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As a member of the Flying Graysons acrobatic family, young 
Dick Grayson thrilled audiences nightly on the high wire 
beside his circus aerialist parents. But when gangster “Boss" 
Zucco sabotaged the high wire because the owner of 
Haly’s Circus refused to offer up protection money, the 
elder Graysons paid with their lives. Billionaire Bruce 
Wayne was in the audience that night; however, it was 
BATMAN who visited the grieving Dick Grayson, offering 
the boy a chance at retribution by becoming Robin, 
die Dark Knights squire in his personal war on crime. 
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Kid Flash il. Super 
graduated to an all-r 
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Cyborg, and Starf 
experienced junior 1 


r the Teen 
Beast Bo- 










granddaughter of Mi'll k Tt RK1I K I, 

kidnapped members of die Justice Society 
of America against each olher in the 
House arena. TTteJS A escaped, however, 

her deadly arena. PJ 





Teenager Rusty Ryan was a student in Boyville, 
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cattle fiom Texas to 

Union veteran Clay Dixon 
and Confederate veteran Jim 
Granl.To overshadow the Civil 

raontor of Jonathan "Ha" Kent (nr KENTS), briefly ran 

the S'All’H lire 'I n . DW 



fcbough highly intelligent. 

Arafllerited him. leaving the young man penniless and 

■^ted Savant, but was barred flam Gotham City by 

km K.G.B. agent. Savant abducted the BLACK Canary 



Mercury, Samar was thrust forward 

speedsters. Wally West (Flash III) pushed 
was absorbed into the energy field, where 




world fiom the plane of non-reality he svas trapped in. RG 
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Spinner, Dorothy 


SetUBOUND The Caped Crusader 

Spellbinder's oplual illusions lo 
defeat rite vertiginous villain! 


Art forger Delbert Billing* decided to 

Dynamic Duo, BATMAN and ROBIN. / 

A second Spellbinder — mystically i 

Billings — was briefly active during \y 




BEAST Bov and FEVER. eventually restored the real 


Hazard II (nr 
Hazard I) lias called 




Closvn Prince ol' Crime. During the 
jailbrcak that Followed, Spellbinder 


Hazard's hidden bunker. Split then teleported back to 


lingering effects of her "Jokcrizing" 


Steel. Split crumpled when hit by a glancing blow Inn 





Spectre 




The Spirit of Vengeance 




Set LOOSE on Earth by the almighty Presence in 776 
BC, the Spectre is the mystical embodiment of God’s 
wrath. When the angel Raphael, who rebelled against 
Heaven with Lucifer, repented his sins, God transformed 
him into an avenger that would inflict His wrath on sinfal 
souls. The Spectre destroyed Sodom and Gommorah, 
spread the ten plagues across Egypt, and brought down the 
walls of Jericho. After the birth of Jesus, whose mission 
was to teach people compassion, the Presence decreed 
that the spirits of vengeance and forgiveness should not 
exist on Earth at the same time. The Spectre bode his 
time in Limbo until Christ's death. Then, forced to bond 
Gnosnr Tin Span r rnnal in a mirf with mortal souls to manifest his power, the Spectre 
4 min w pm miitm on aimimh. leaped forth, meting out vengeance down the centuries 
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John Henry Irons is a fighter forged from tht 
mold as Superman. When the Man of Tomorrow 
Irons from a fatal fall off a Metropolis skyscraper. 


iimsdjy from the J1A Wan 
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Superman, the Last Son of Krypton, represents the 
very best in humanity. His native world of Krypton, a 
giant planet orbiting a dying red sun, was doomed by 
the radioactive elements at its core and exploded many 
years ago, but not before scientist Jor-El and his wife 
Lara rocketed their son to safety, hoping against hope 
that his spacecraft would find him a new home in the 
vast reaches of the universe. Their gamble paid off in 
ways that have enormously benefited humanity. 
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Almost a decade ago, teen heroes Robi 
(Nightwing), Kid Flash I (Flash III) and/ 
(Tempest) brought an end to the reign of f> 
Twister, a deranged weather-concrolling vill. 
after, Wonder Girl I ( see TR.OI A) and Speedy 
Arsenal) joined the three teenagers and th 


quintet 


:d Justice Leagi 


from committing a crime spree. Calling themselves the 
Teen Titans, the young sidekicks fought criminals like 
Doctor Light 1 and the Antithesis before parting 
ways for college and to further their budding careers. 
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The Teen Titans II 







Spare-time Heroes 
The Teen Titans are weekend warrior 
— they arc only available to fight 
crime when they're not busy doing 

the week. They remain powerful 
crusaders for justice and powerful 

over the world. 


TrrANS Reborn 

and threatened the planet, the Titans 
reunited and saved their former 
friend. The original Titans, all adults, 

l younger heroes. Tile team stayed 

| criminals like Cheshire, 

1 I >CJlhstnakr. and the Ham. MEN. 

I l lie lira ns briefly recruited a ' 


The current uneup II Raven 21 Cytmig 
31 St.ulhe 41 Relnii III 51 Slip, they 6] Khl 
Flash II 7) Bean Bey 81 1 Vender Ctrl II 
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New Members, Old Enemies 
Hut the members ofYoungJustics 
the Titans, reestablished the team. 
The latest wave ofTecn Titans inc 
Robin II. Beast Boy. Cyborg, and 
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During the Black Death that ravaged 14th- 
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joining the Young All-Stars to fight against tile wry 


Men. He then joined the Justice League oi Ami II II ' 
him again) Embittered, he sold items stolen ftom theJLA 

and QWSII SPECTRE turned Triumph into ice. and he is 


fellow All-Star Neptune Perkins (see Perkins. Neptune) 
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the villainous Dark Angel (see Von Gunther. Bart 
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Wonder Woman 





The Death of Diana 


- when the devilish Nikon attacked, and the 


The Rebirth of Diana 


So Hippolyta journeyed back in time 
to World War II and joined the JUSTICI 
Society op America for a time. Alter 


Our Worlds at War 

the Impcriex War {src Great Battles, pp. 320-1). 


the forces of Impekiex and Bkainiac 13. but no 

even more miraculous Themysciia (jff Amazing 
Bases. 120-1) to be their home. 


Princess, Ambassador, and Author 
j Forsaking alter the dissolution of tile 

f A vile \ 1 in- In. VVi'lulet an pri ut. Ilv is 

the rnbt-s .if Am.i/tiri .imlsjss.islor. mil only to ills' 

I I Nation. lo 

- j year. In me. working ami lighting lor 

a controversial book recording her observations, f 
a >t lirr ' thereby adding authorship to her long list of credits. Born a princess JM 
flections Y on an island of immortal women created by the gods themselves. A 

Wonder Woman has become one of Earths finest warriors and a legend JQH 
ij/ acmss half the galaxy. To many her nature is paradoxical, but to as n t^Hj 
Diana, her mission is clear: to promote ihe ways of peace, love, and X. 

equality while staunchly defending the innocent from the torces of evil as a 
member of Earth's greatest heroes, die Justice League of America. PJ • 
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Hunter Zolomon was one of Flash Ill's cl< 
tragedies mined his life. Hunter came front 
serial killer, a fact dtat Hunter 
gunned down his father for die murder of h 
the F.B.I. and found love with a fellow 


nightmarish family. His 
ly learned when police 
mother. Zolomon joined 
named Ashley, whom he 
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and Places 


In Elseworlds, heroes and villains are taken from their usual, 
familiar settings and thrust into alternate worlds, divergent 
timelines, or parallel realities. Some are strange forgotten times 
that have existed or histories that might have been. Others are 
places that can't, couldn’t, or shouldn't exist. Origins begin at 
divergent points and the outcomes of major crises may vary 
dramatically. And in all these imaginary stories made real, it all 
begins with the question, “What if...?’’ 
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Rick Stasi, John Statetna.Joc Staton, Ken Stcacy, Brian Stelfreeze. Dave Stevens, Cameron Stewart. Dave Stewart, Roger Stewart, John Stokes. Karl Story, Larry Stroman. 
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in IK- ( -omics’ collected editions depart!) 
rang worked at the company for IK years, 
ra mimerotis titles and has also lent his cot 
Julies expertise to internal departments a 
Bollywood. Additionally, he has written fi 
and nonfiction on a wide range of tubjc 
from Star Ink to the Spanish explore! 

Juan Ponce do Leon. 

I’llll JtMENI / is an Eis I 

writer and artist tor DC Comics. His ere 
Delude Tempest, The Im’isililes.JL I /Hums, I 
‘IW\ and 1 1 lnii/rr i [ oiutiu. His work can also 
&n magazines, on album covers, at the C'hi 
Museum of Science and Industry, and i 
the blockbuster movie Spidrr-A Urn. 
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